
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR COPELAND 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Copeland held on 
Tuesday, 2 July 2019 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall and Masonic Centre, Jacktrees 
Road, Cleator Moor at 1.45 pm 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr MS Barbour 
Mr M Hawkins 
Mr AWC Lamb 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mr GRPM Roberts 
 

Mr DE Southward 
Mr CP Turner 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mrs EL Williamson 
Mr D Wilson (Vice-Chair) 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
 
Mr K Cosgrove - Highways Network Manager (Copeland) 
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West) 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Mr A Pratt - Cumbria Association of Local Councils 
 
 
16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology for absence was received from Mr A Wonnacott. 
 
 
17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Mr G Roberts declared a non pecuniary interest under the members code of 
conduct in Agenda Item No 6 – Copeland Highways Working Group as he is a 
member of Whitehaven Town Council. 
 
Mr A Lamb declared a pecuniary interest under the members code of conduct in 
Agenda Item No 9 – Copeland Champions Update – as he is a member of staff of 
North Cumbria University Hospitals Trust. 
 
 
18 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 

consideration of any item of business on the agenda,  
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19 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
The Chair welcomed Mr Gracey to the meeting. 
 
Mr Gracey read the following statement:- 
 
“I would like to set the scene as to why I am here today.  The background relates to 
ongoing concerns on Harras Moor in relation to Planning Permission that has been 
granted to the following areas on Harras Moor,Whitehaven.  I will start with 
infrastructure; we have at present 3 developments with outline planning permission 
where 3 independent surveys have been produced relating to sites on Harras Moor. 
There will be a fourth shortly which will also include another individual survey.  
There will be in total for the existing 3 with outline planning permission 119 houses 
with the fourth to be presented in near future for 370 houses.  There is also land 
which is the site of 9 houses to being sold to extend this to 50 houses subject once 
again to planning permission.  If planning is successful that will give a total of 539 
houses.  I have through various routes including FOI not found any input from CCC 
or the Local Highways as to whether they support the infrastructure as being 
adequate.  The information available only shows specific localised improvements in 
relation to Visibility Splays and pavements.  This isolated approach gives no 
appreciation of the cumulative effect on traffic volumes and road safety from Golf 
course junction to bridge at Sunny Hill is 0.75 miles with a steep gradient.  The 
speed limit for this road is 30mph, last year, via a Highways speed survey, speeds 
were recorded in relation to entry/ exit at the site of these developments at 36.3 
&36.7 mph   As a reminder we would have in total 489 development already 
submitted.  Based on figures produced that on average each new home has 2.4 
cars per household, there would be 1173 cars potentially using Harras Road as the 
primary route into Whitehaven.  Last year the Highways did a speed survey which 
gave a reading of volume of traffic at present using Harras Road.  Then taking one 
reading of traffic heading into Whitehaven in one week, the survey showed 8768 
cars headed west which gives a total of 1012 per day and if we use this criteria of 
there being 60 houses on Harras Road, with each house having 2 cars doing 2 
journeys into town, we register 240 cars passing that same point.  We can, therefore 
assume  that 1252 minus 240 that 1012 cars use this road as a “rat run”.  There are 
also concerns that when the road was constructed it was probably adequate  but by 
today’s standards this road is unsuitable for excessive traffic.  There are issues with 
the safety aspect 1) the road width varies considerably 2) the cambers on the road 
are all wrong 3) the surface has deteriorated 4) the pavement is the minimum 
requirement at 1.2 meters but this is reduced further in that the lampposts are 
situated in the centre reducing this down to 80 cm.  At every one of lamppost sites 
there is a dropped curb which I have seen in some instances people with prams 
having to go on the road to manoeuvre past the lamppost. Having to do this is 
extremely dangerous as there is a sign to warn traffic heading west to be aware that 
the road narrows, but also that oncoming traffic could be in the middle of the road 
resulting in traffic hugging the curb 5) the bridge under the A595 is a single span 
which has to accommodate two way traffic plus pedestrians without the aid of a 
pavement.  The purpose of my attendance here today is to bring to your attention a 
lack of cohesion not only on Harras Moor but within the borough and to prompt your 
duty of care obligations to conduct a Class 1 independent survey on the road 
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beginning at the junction with the 60mph road at the Golf course end stretching 
down to George Street.  The reason I emphasise independent, is that if the 
Developer provides the survey on the infrastructure, then they are presented in a 
way to ensure the Planning application is achieved and I understand these 
assessments are managed by Flood &Control aspect of the County Council as 
opposed to Highways Operation.  I also have serious concerns regarding excessive 
flooding of the road and whether the main sewerage pipe would be adequate to 
accommodate extra developments.” 
 
Members were invited to ask questions of Mr Gracey.   
 
Mr Roberts, the local member, supported Mr Gracey and agreed on the unsuitability 
of the road.  He gave a further example to members of an incident which occurred 
recently whereby a HGV had blocked the road.   
 
Members commented that the absence of a Local Plan for Copeland made it difficult 
to plan for future developments that may impact on the infrastructure, and the 
County Council could only respond to planning applications on their individual 
merits.  
 
The Chair thanked Mr Gracey for his attendance and gave the following response:- 
 
“I would like to start by thanking Mr Gracey for attending Local Committee today and 
taking the time to highlight your concerns in person.  
 
If I can begin by outlining the role of this Local Committee and how we link with 
developments and planning applications within the Borough. 
 
As I trust you appreciate Cumbria County Council are only a consultee when it 
comes to any planning application. We do aim to ensure we are actively engaged 
with the process and always aim to table comments through officers to be passed 
on to the Borough during consultation for consideration.  
 
Through the support of the Highways Network Manager (Kevin) and the 
Development Management Team we have visibility of all applications in Copeland 
large and small that are likely to have an impact on the highway. As strategic 
highway authority we readily provide local information and suggestions for highway 
or infrastructure related improvements. 
 
It is our interest as Elected Members to ensure that we have appropriate 
infrastructure improvements in place as part of any new development. 
 
As an authority I feel I must highlight that we work closely with developers to ensure 
through Section 106 agreements we ascertain appropriate infrastructure to support 
the development, In Copeland I understand that the agreed figure to be in the region 
of £1m. 
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In relation to this particular issue at Harras Moor, I can confirm that it is something 
that this Local Committee recognise through support of Cllr Roberts and Cllr 
Whiteside as an area of concern given the level of potential development.  
 
Again as you are well aware the site has recently been subject to assessment 
through the multi agency group CRASH (Casualty Reduction and Safer Highways) 
where a series of surveys were undertaken based on the volume, speed and use of 
Harras Moor. This again, enables us as a local committee to highlight any issues 
and suggest any improvements prior to any planning being approved. 
 
The challenge we have as a Local Authority, is to form responses that take into 
account a number of developments in a certain area, in this case a potential 
increase in 539 properties. In the absence of a Local Plan we have to respond to 
each application separately. Although we accept a Local Plan is being developed 
the absence of said document does make it difficult to support major infrastructure 
investment and development throughout the area. 
 
I am aware that you have had regular dialogue with CCC officers and I am keen to 
ensure this continues. As a Local Committee and by way of reassurance we are 
fully committed as a consultee that highway improvements are introduced to negate 
the concerns described.  
 
The Chair asked that an item be added to the agenda for the next Copeland 
Highways Working Group to enable members to consider this in more detail.  
 
The Chair thanked Mr Gracey for attending the meeting. 
 
 
20 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting of the Local Committee held on 21 

May 2019 be agreed. 
 
 
21 COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 
Members considered a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure, which gave details of the meeting of the Copeland Highways Working 
Group held on 14 June 2019. 
 
One of the members asked for an update on the timescales for the possible 
implementation of the proposed Traffic Regulation Orders and Speed Limit Reviews.  
The Traffic Management Team Leader agreed to liaise with the member outside of 
the meeting.   
 
In relation to the Copeland Speed Limit review the Chair commented that he would 
wish to see the proposals, once agreed, implemented before the winter months.  
The Traffic Management Team Leader said the normal time scale for 
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implementation was 3months, but she assured the chair there would be some 
flexibility in the prioritisation of works.  
 
The Highways Network Manager agreed to circulate a briefing on the Whitehaven 
Parking Strategy when more information became available. 
 
Members raised concern about the positioning of temporary traffic lights near the 
bus station in Whitehaven.  The temporary traffic lights had been placed there to 
accommodate the footpath closure but were not visible to drivers until they turned 
out of the junction into the traffic.  The Highways Network Manager agreed to speak 
to the Contractors about this.  
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on 14 

June 2019 be noted. 
 
 
22 AREA PLANNING REPORT 
 
Members considered a report from the Executive Director – Corporate, Customer 
and Community Services which brought together information from across the 
Community Team and provided an update for members on work and activity 
undertaken to promote and progress area planning since the last meeting of the 
Committee.  Members were also advised of their agreed annual budget. 
 
The Area Manager informed members that joint working continued between the 
County and Borough Council on opportunities to support local communities to 
develop projects in their areas.   
 
The Area Manager updated members on the Whitehaven Community Hub project 
which would bring together all community services ensuring easy access to library, 
archive and registrars services.  The Council’s Development, Control and 
Regulation Committee, had at its meeting yesterday, approved planning permission 
for this.  A lengthy discussion took place on how best to engage and consult with 
existing and future service users, and members suggested various methods of 
engagement for this.  Discussion included future options for the old Library site. 
 
The discussion led on to The Gables Care Home.  The Area Manager informed 
members noted that the handover of the tiny tablet would take place on 19 July, and 
all members were invited to take part.  The Cabinet Member for Economic 
Development said the official opening of the Gables would take place in September. 
 
The Area Manager advised members that a new contract would be awarded for a 
further three years for the provision of a prison library service at HMP Haverigg 
Prison.  The position of Prison Library Manager had been advertised.  It was noted 
that the summer reading challenge would commence shortly. 
 
Members were asked to note all the public health events and campaigns that had 
taken place since the last meeting of the local committee.  A member suggested, 
that to lead by example, members of Copeland Local Committee should undertake 
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blood testing designed to prevent strokes at the September meeting of the Local 
Committee.  Members supported this suggestion. 
 
It was noted that the Healthy Libraries project had been running for the last 18 
months and was a partnership between the Council’s public health and libraries 
aimed at creating healthy library hubs and utilising the Council’s assets to improve 
health and wellbeing. 
 
In discussion of the Dementia Action Week, members noted that interest had been 
shown from a number of groups for a return visit of the Virtual Dementia Tour Bus.  
Following a successful three tiered meeting at Millom, the Chair also requested that 
the Integrated Care Commission - Copeland be invited to the area planning session 
arranged for 19 July.   
 
To conclude, the Area Manager advised members, that in addition to Adam 
Gregson being nominated as the LA governor for St Bega’s CE Primary School, 
David Brocklebank had been nominated as the LA governor of Moresby Primary 
School. 
 
RESOLVED, that 
 

(1) the current budget position outlined in appendix 1 to the report be noted; 
 

(2) the report be noted. 
 
 
23 LOCAL COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND LEADERSHIP MEETING 
 
Members received, for information, the minutes of the Local Committee Chairs and 
Leadership meeting held on 30 April 2019. 
 
Members asked for a briefing on the Borderlands project to be included as an item 
for the area planning session.  It was noted that there were some opportunities for 
Copeland to benefit from the project such as Market Town initiatives, Community 
Energy, Hadrian’s Wall tourism, the Place programme and the Cycling initiative.  
 
RESOLVED, that  
 

(1) the minutes be noted; 
 

(2) an update on the Borderlands Heads of Terms be incorporated in the area 
planning session. 

 
 
24 COPELAND CHAMPIONS UPDATE 
 
The following updates were given at the meeting:- 
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Armed Forces Champion 
 
Ms Williamson updated members on events relating to the armed forces.  The navy 
had attended a successful recruitment/information session at the Beacon, 
Whitehaven.  Ms Williamson advised that similar events had been planned for the 
army and royal air force. 
 
Children’s Champion 
 
Ms Williamson informed members that a group of children had attended Copeland 
Borough Council offices to witness the Borough Council signing up to the Children’s 
Charter. It was a promise to “hear children’s voices” and engage with children.  
 
Health Champion 
 
Mr Whiteside advised members that a decision on the retention of the consultant led 
maternity services at Whitehaven would be taken by the CCG Board meeting 
scheduled for the next day.  Members were invited to attend that meeting.   
 
The Chair thanked the Champions for the updates. 
 
 
25 VERBAL UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES/EXTERNAL 

COMMITTEES 
 
There were no updates from members for this meeting. 
 
 
26 NUCLEAR ISSUES 
 
Mr D Southward, the Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Property 
updated the committee on various NDA and NuLeAF events that had taken place in 
regards to Nuclear issues.  It was noted that the NDA Planned Economic Strategy 
2020 – 2026 would be published in December 2019. 
 
Mr Southward informed members that he would be attending the NDA Conference 
arranged for 9 and 10 July in Bangor. 
 
The Chair thanked the Cabinet Member for the update. 
 
 
27 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting would be held on 2 September at 10.15 am at Westlakes Science 
Park. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 3.10 pm 
 


